
Little Rivei' Corridor
E.1. Little Rivei' Gorge/Aquatic Habitat

dominated by chestnut oak (Quercusmontana), sourwood (Oxydendron arboreum), shortleaf
pine (Pinus echinata), red oak (Quercusrubra) and beech (Fagusgrandijolia). The understory
is dominated by mountainlaurel(Kalmia /atijo/ia), witch hazel (Hamamelisvirginiana) and red
maple(Acer rubrum). Pinxter flower (Rhododendron nudiflorum) occurs at thebottom ofthe
slope at the edge ofthe floodplain.

Little River Uplandl (L-t), is possibly the largest tract ofre1atively undisturbed upland
hardwood forest remaining in the county. Some sectionshave a medium-aged dry-mesic oak
hickoryforest community (Schafale and Weakley 1985)with a canopyofred oak (Quercus
rubra), white oak (Quercusalba), mockernut hickory(Carya tomentosa), pignut hickory(Carya
g/abra), red maple(Acer rubrum) andtulippoplar (Liriodendron tIllipi/era). Theunderstory
consistsofred maple, white ash (Fraxinusamericana), hop hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana) and
sourwood (Oxydendron arboreum). Patches ofyoungerforest dominated by shorleafpine (Pinus
echinalD) occur in parts. Theforest grades into a drier phasewith white oak, mockernut hickory
and shortleafpine along ridgesanda mesic mixed hardwood community (Schafale and Weakley
1985)with beech (Fagusgrandijo/ia), red maple and red oak becoming dominant on "the lower
slopesalong theLittle Rive-s. Some of the steeper slopeshave extensive patches ofmountain
laurel(Kalmia /ati/olia).

Quail Roost Oak Upland. (U-3), is a tract ofmature dry-mesic oak-hickoryforest over
Davidsonsoils, whichhas not been recognized as a distinct community. The canopyofred oak
(Quercusrubra), black oak (Quercusvehltina), tulip poplar (Liriodendron tIllipi/era) andblack
gum (Nyssa sylvatica) is an unusualmixofspecies. Theunderstory is thick in redbud (Cercis
canadensis), dogwood (Comusflorida), holly (Ilex opaca) and red cedar (Juniperus virginiana).
A gentian (Gentiana villosa) was amongthe few herbaceous species found at the site.

PROTECTION STATUS AND THREATS:

The slopesabove theLittle RiverReservoirare protected from development through
ownership by the City ofDurham, but onlyto the top ofthe steep bluffs(a house is located
immediately adjacentto the city property lineon top ofthe south slope above the lake). The rest
ofthis area, including the entiregorge upstreamfromthe lake, is privately owned and subject
either to development or timbering. New homes are, in fact, being constructed throughout this
region, including the area identified as the LittleRiverUplands by Rob Sutter (1987).

Thecorridor function ofthe LittleRiver is also being affected by downstream
developments. US 501 andadjoining developed areas around OrangeFactory alreadypresent a
significant obstacleseparatingthe uplandareas above the Little RiverReservoir from the
extensive gamelands located along thecontluence of the Little andEno Rivers. The two
reservoirsthemJelves restrict overlandmovemeotlalona this section and are a virtually absolute
barrier to fishand manyother aquatic speciea.

Even more important, at least poteDtiaIly, theTreyburndevelopment embracestheLittle
Riverbetween OrangeFactory and the gamelands. The intensive development planned for this
tract mayvirtually sever any linkage betweenthe upper andlower wildlife habitats along the Little
River.
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